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www.orba.biz
October 11, 2006
John Dalton

BLM – Moreno Valley

22835 Calle San Juan de Los Lagos

Moreno Valley, CA 92552


Re:  Opposition to Geothermal Development in Truckhaven
John,

I am writing to you regarding potential geothermal leases in the Truckhaven/Superstition Mountain area of western Imperial County. Many in the off-highway vehicle (OHV) community are  concerned that energy companies may be permitted to establish geothermal wells and generation plants on property managed by the California Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR). It is not within the official mission of the DPR to permit energy development. We are also concerned that the proposed energy projects may result in the loss of federal lands that currently allow OHV recreation. The popularity of off-roading has increased markedly in recent years, while the amount of land available for OHV recreation has continued to diminish at a rapid rate.  Any further loss is unacceptable, as it perpetuates the “ghettoization” of desert recreation.  For this reason, ORBA opposes any type of energy development on land owned by the DPR or managed by BLM for OHV recreation.

BLM is currently preparing an environmental Impact statement (EIS) to cover, among other things, the potential environmental effects of geothermal extraction in this part of the California desert.   Under NEPA, the EIS must include a “No Project” alternative – i.e., an alternative which would not allow geothermal energy development in this area.  We will be analyzing the EIS closely to ensure that this alternative gets full consideration.

However, if BLM and/or DPR disregard the wishes of the OHV community and elect to pursue geothermal extraction in western Imperial County, we – on behalf of our members and the entire OHV community – would demand that any loss of OHV recreation land be mitigated at the highest ratios allowed under the law.  Unfortunately, property that is available and appropriate for mitigation in this part of western Imperial County is scarce.  Therefore, ORBA suggests that BLM require the energy development companies to purchase appropriate properties and donate them to the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR) division of DPR. This method of mitigation is to be preferred over simple cash payments to DPR.  It has been our experience that funds provided directly to DPR for the purchase of land inevitably become mired in red tape.  This will only delay the actual acquisition of the mitigation land, leaving the OHV community to wait for years until the new areas are secured and made ready for use.   Attached to this letter are descriptions of several properties we believe to be appropriate for the development companies to acquire and donate to the OHVMR division. 
Another option for mitigation would be to have the BLM open areas to OHV recreation that are currently closed to this type of recreation. We recognize that such a mitigation program would require amendments to existing land management plans; however, this could be accomplished with little additional effort, given that the energy development projects, in themselves, will likely require plan amendments.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment of this issue.

Sincerely,

Meg Grossglass
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